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 ‘Star Docent’ Bob Spohn Gives Art Collection 

to Cape Cod Museum of Art 

On Exhibit through February 28, 2018 

 

Bob Spohn was  “…a star docent,’ the one that everyone, visitors and other docents, wanted to hear talk 

about art during his nine years teaching visitors at Cape Cod Museum of Art” said Margo Greenhow, a 

current docent at CCMoA.  A collector of Cape Cod art, Spohn has given 14 paintings to CCMoA’s 

permanent collection, which includes students of the three major Cape Cod Art teachers -- Hawthorne, 

Hensche, and Hofmann, to be used as a ‘teaching collection.’ 

 

Spohn enthralled visitors and other docents when he guided tours at CCMoA during different periods 

from 1999 until 2010.  Still desiring to teach and mentor docents, he has enlisted current docents at the 

museum to write the wall text and lecture on the paintings.  “We are all thrilled to have Bob’s distinctive 

collection, and docents are already learning from this valuable gift,” said CCMoA Director Edith (Deede) 

Tonelli. 

 

What has delighted Spohn in his collecting and what he now says he wants his collection to reveal “is 

that context is as important as content.”  He was always thrilled to discover paintings that were not in 

the usual style associated with an artist because that broadened his understanding of their larger body 

of work.   

  

Half are works by extraordinary women who contributed significantly to Cape art history. Among his 

discoveries is a charming painting of women at lunch by Ferol Sibley, created before she was well-

known as Ferol Sibley Warthen and a wonderful farm scene by Agnes Weinrich, before she was known 

for her cubist-like paintings.  He has also gifted a George Grillo painting created at the end of his life 

when he referred  back to his early days of abstract art.  Several artists created for the WPA and others 

had studios at Days Lumberyard in Provincetown. 

 

Before moving to the Cape, Spohn was a Professor at Northwestern Connecticut Community College and 

was a docent at the Wadsworth Atheneum Museum of Art in Hartford, Connecticut. He has written 

many articles about art and this year authored a memoir “Seven Webfoot Way” which shows some of 

the art work on the cover of the book. 

 

The Spohn Collection is on view as part of the museum’s larger exhibit, Grateful for Gifts, which includes  

over 50 recent gifts accepted into the museum’s permanent collection -- outstanding work by individual 

artists who have a significant place in the history of the Cape’s art as well as well-known contemporary 

artists. 

For more information on the exhibition, see www.ccmoa.org and Facebook and @capecodmuseumofart 

on Instagram. 

 



Attached are images of Ferol Sibley’s “Ladies Luncheon” and Bob Spohn. 

About Cape Cod Museum of Art 

Founded by artists in 1981, the Cape Cod Museum of Art preserves and celebrates the distinctive artistic 

identity of Cape Cod, Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard.  CCMoA is a major hub of cultural growth and 

creativity that educates, inspires and serves the community through its outstanding art collection and 

diverse programming. Located in a beautiful setting surrounded by a sculpture garden, the museum has 

seven galleries, a museum shop and film screening room. The museum is supported in part by the 

Massachusetts Cultural Council and the Arts Foundation of Cape Cod.   

CCMoA is located at 60 Hope Lane, just off Route 6A, on the same campus as the Cape Cinema and the 

Cape Cod Playhouse in Dennis, MA. Winter hours from December through March are 10 am to 4 pm 

Thursday through Saturday and noon to 4 pm on Sunday.  The galleries are open on Thursdays from 4 – 

7 pm with no admission fee.  General Admission is $9, $7 for seniors and students 19+ with school ID, $5 

for students 13 to 18, and free for children 12 & under. For more information, see www.ccmoa.org or call 

(508) 385-4477. 


