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Reorganization of Leadership at Cape Cod Museum of Art 

CCMoA Shapes The Museum of the Future 

 

The Board of Trustees of Cape Cod Museum of Art announced today that the museum would 

“embark on a bold path to implement a year-long strategic plan designed to expand our 

relevance and engagement across the community while tackling unprecedented economic and 

technological challenges facing museums nationwide.” 

 

In an email letter to members, Board President Kathleen Fowler said, “Like so many nonprofits 

across the country, we must reorganize to meet new challenges and set the Museum on sound 

financial footing to sustain, but also reinvent our artistic mission.”  She called on members to 

help shape their Museum of the Future. 

 

“In the last 15 months, the museum board grew in numbers and expertise, participating in 

focus groups, community outreach, professional consultations, new partnerships,” and 

concluded that “the professional leadership of the future requires the merging of both artistic 

and business acumen. It’s a challenging, but absolutely necessary combination of background, 

expertise and focus.”  

  

Fowler continued, “The board began to support that model last year with the arrival Wesley 

(“Wes”) Harrington as its Development Director who has brought decades of experience and 

success fundraising for nonprofits.  He understands that funding for the museum goes far 

beyond preserving our collection, producing year-round programming and improving our 

facility.  His focus is to create a broader engagement with the whole community.  

 

“Recognizing all this, Dr. Edith ‘Deede’ Tonelli will no longer serve as executive director as a 

unanimous board begins a nationwide search for a successor. Deede has contributed mightily 

to the museum with her extraordinary gifts on the artistic front. Her love of art has inspired a 

level of artistic excellence that will endure for years to come. We hope Deede will return to the 

museum in a new role that emphasizes her special expertise.  

 

While the board’s search is underway, Assistant Director Angela Bilski will serve as interim 

Operating Director responsible for day-to-day operations.  Angela has an amazing overview of 



our operations because of her broad experience with the Museum beginning in 2000.  Starting 

out as Registrar she oversaw the growth and preservation of our permanent collection and 

beyond that through the years has assumed responsibility in other areas, including 

membership, volunteers and special projects.” 

 

Fowler said that in building the Museum of the Future, they would reach out to many facets of 

the community for help in answering the questions: “How do we shape the Museum of the 

Future?  How can the Museum better serve its communities? 

 

She pointed out the recent successes and plans they would build on: 

 “As 2017 ended, we were thrilled with new recognition as one of the best small museums in 

the Northeast in the Huffington Post. Meanwhile, the Fisher’s Center for Alzheimers’ Research 

praised our special programs for Art and Alzheimers among major national organizations doing 

this work.  

 

“As one of only 12 museums that are opened on the Cape year-round, we have been a major 

hub of cultural activity bringing new dimensions to our exhibitions, Fowler said.  “We have 

amazing exhibitions coming up – An outstanding show opening this month, The Legacy of Hans 

Hofmann:  Creative Diversity, will highlight the national influence of this major teacher and his 

Cape Cod students on the American art movement of Abstract Expressionism.    

 

“Our exhibits in the Spring will focus on caring for our environment.  A national juried show will 

bring together artists from around the country to respond to ways in which art is “Healing 

Nature.” We are thrilled to be working with the Association to Preserve Cape Cod with artists 

who can give visual voice to protecting our environment through art in our exhibit, “Preserving 

the Very Nature of Cape Cod.” 

 

“This summer, we will be honoring The Provincetown Fine Arts Work Center’s 50th Anniversary 

with an exciting exhibit that puts a spotlight on the amazing contribution the Center has made 

to the art world on Cape Cod.    

 

“We are caring for our communities.  Our multi-faceted Arts & Alzheimers programs are 

helping clients to be moved by art on an emotional level and reconnecting to memories as we 

also support their caregivers. We are planning an uplifting program of Creative Outlets, 

providing positive engagement for teenagers looking for their place in the community. 

 

“We are caring for our Artists…our very special Cape Cod Artists. Our ARTfull Thursdays 

programs spotlight many facets of Art and our special “Artists’ Night to Shine” will open the 

Museum as a forum for artists to grow together creatively and address their special challenges.    



 

Fowler offered, “We will be reaching out to all the communities of the Cape for their creative 

ideas and dreams about what a Museum of the Future can be for them.” 
 

About Cape Cod Museum of Art 

Founded by artists in 1981, the Cape Cod Museum of Art preserves and celebrates the distinctive artistic identity 

of Cape Cod, Nantucket and Martha’s Vineyard.  CCMoA is a major hub of cultural growth and creativity that 

educates, inspires and excites the imagination through its outstanding art collection and diverse programming. 

Located in a beautiful setting surrounded by a sculpture garden, the museum has seven galleries, a museum shop 

and film screening room. The museum is supported in part by the Massachusetts Cultural Council and the Arts 

Foundation of Cape Cod.   

CCMoA is located at 60 Hope Lane, just off Route 6A, on the same campus as the Cape Cinema and the Cape Cod 

Playhouse in Dennis, MA. Winter Hours are 10 am to 4 pm Thursday  through Saturday and noon to 4pm on 

Sunday.  It is open on Thursdays from 5 – 7 with no admission fee.  General Admission is $9, $7 for seniors and 

students 19+ with school ID, $5 for students 13 to 18, and free for children 12 & under. For more information, see 

www.ccmoa.org or call (508) 385-4477.  Follow on FB and Instagram. 


